
 

Southeast PTO Minutes 
 

March 3rd, 2014 
 

Members in Attendance:  Cyndi Wells, Erin Christopher, Britney Lima, Amy 

Dunstan, Lauren Rodriguez, Cheryl Hathaway, Becky Robichaud, Jennifer Mott, Lena 

Rossi, Dennis Thibeault, Noreen Halbrooks,  Esther Soffer Roberts, Jennifer 

Blanchard, Erin Clark, Jessica Higham, Jana MacDonald, Jon Sgro 

 

Discussion about upcoming PTO events:  

 Munson’s Fundraiser:  Due March 10th. 

 Healthy Snacks:  Throughout the month of March.  Sponsored by the PTO. 

 3/20/14-Parent Basketball Game:  Friendly competition between 

Southeast, Goodwin, and Vinton schools.  Held at EO Smith Gym in the 

evening.  Come show your school spirit by cheerleading or better yet signing 

up to play!  Tickets will be $10.00 per family.  Please let the PTO know if 

you’d like to help out with this event or if you’d like to play!!!  We are hoping 

to have the girl scouts/cub scouts say the pledge/sing a song and also to 

have the EO Smith Cheerleaders lead a cheer.  We need help with sprit 

coordinators to help with leading cheers, making posters etc.  This is open to 

the public to attend. 

 3/28/2014 (Friday)-Movie Night: At Southeast School, 6:30pm.  Pre-k-4 

event.  Possibility of voting on a movie for math enrichment.  We may have a 

sign up sheet for enrichment clusters available. 

 4/5/14 (Saturday)-Dolly and Me Tea (any doll!):  Reserve for a 12:30 p.m. 

or 2:30 p.m. sitting.  There will be venders selling clothing for an 18” doll, a 

raffle, crafts, doll hairdos, a photo booth and a storyteller.  First come first 

serve basis.  Open to the Mansfield community-please let your friends know!  

Tickets $8.00 per person.   

 4/7/14 (Monday)-PTO Meeting: 7-8:30 pm 

Planning for the Moving on Ceremony, Yearbook and Staff Appreciation Day 

 If anyone would like to help with the Moving on Ceremony or the yearbook 

please email the PTO. 

 If you have pictures send them to Amy Dunstan or Cyndi Wells for the 

yearbook. 

 Staff appreciation day is in May and we are working on finding a date.  

Typically it is during lunch time in May in the staff lounge.  Further 

discussion at the April meeting. 

Officer Reports: 

Co-Presidents Report (Cyndi Wells and Erin Christopher): 

See above discussion. 

Secretary’s Report (Britney Lima):  

Minutes from February presented.  Lauren Rodriguez made a motion to accept the 

minutes.  Cyndi Wells seconded it. 

Treasurer’s Report (Amy Dunstan):  Handouts provided. We have received 

$275.00 in direct donations so far and our goal is $5000.00.  A Keurig was 

purchased for the staff lounge at the cost of $199.00.  There is $10.82 left in the 

staff lounge fund.  The staff is looking for some black and white prints for the 



 

walls.   Erin Christopher made a motion to accept the treasures report.  Jessica 

Higham seconded it.     

 

Principals Report: 

The March 17th date for the Smarter Balanced Assessment has been pushed back 

for the start date of the Smarter Balanced Assessment for 3/4 graders.  It might 

be after April vacation.  Parents are able to (have their child) opt out of the test if 

they so choose.   

The school celebrated Read Across America today.   

The Science Fair and Invention Convention will be March 12th. 

There will be a mini presentation on March 28th with students from the middle 

school performing “The Wiz”. 

The Hartford Jazz Symphony is coming to perform at Southeast in early April.   

Administration pulled together an initial budget.  Due to various reasons we needed 

to cut one million dollars from our budget for next year.  There is discussion about 

cuts being made to reading/language arts consultant, a middle school PE position 

along with about 35 other areas including bus runs for preschool.  The Board of 

Education minutes are posted online and meetings are also taped for people who 

cannot attend.   

The fourth graders came (13 students) from the Great Readers program to present 

at the last Board of Education meeting. They did great.   

 

Other 

 Enrichment clusters is for parents/people in the community to offer about a 

one hour workshop.  Some ideas include fairy houses, bulb planting, bee 

keeping, poetry writing, baking etc.  There will be sign up sheets in the 

classrooms and students get to choose their top three choices.  They get out 

into groups to learn about their topics of interest.  They usually have some 

sort of product at the end.  This is typically in May. 

 Art Show-possibly a Friday at the end of May.  Erin spoke with Mrs. Anger 

and she is willing to set aside something from each class so that each 

student will have something to display.  She suggested an artist scavenger 

hunt to go along with the show.  This is not a fundraiser but purely to 

celebrate each student’s art.  We will coordinate a date for that.   

 Erin read a thank you note from the social worker at Adult Services in 

Mansfield for the Adopt a Family.   

 Next meeting will be April 7th.   

Please email southeastschoolpto@gmail.com if you would like an item added to the 

agenda. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Britney Lima 

Southeast PTO Secretary 

mailto:southeastschoolpto@gmail.com

